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Caddy Corner 
Cadillac & LaSalle Club, Florida Suncoast Region 

Promoting fellowship with people of similar interests in Cadillac and LaSalle automobiles. 
Website: https://www.cadillaclasalleclubflorida.com/ 

  https://www.facebook.com/Cadillac-LaSalle-Club-Florida-Suncoast-Region-1573534062920397/ 
                                                                                                               

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS: 
All meetings are held the second Tuesday of  every 
month. The doors open at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will 
start at 7:00 p.m. with a program of  interest to both 
the men and the ladies. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS are January 14th & 
February 11th. The meeting location is PoFolks 
Restaurant.  The address is 2001 34th St North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33713. Phone: (727)327-8090. 
Directions: Take I-275, 22nd Ave N, exit west to 34th 
St. (34th St is US 19). Left on US 19, PoFolks is on the 
left. 

EVENTS: The next activity is on January 19th (See 
details in the Activities Director’s Report in this 
newsletter). 

Can you Guess the Car 
Photo? 
We are asking our members to 
test their overall knowledge of 
various Cadillac imagery.  
Answer is at the next club 
meeting announced by Tom 
Jevcak, our Director.

CLUB OFFICERS 

Director:   
Tom Jevcak 

Vice Director:  
Len Berman  

Secretary:  
Ben Berman 

Treasurer & Membership 
Directors: 
Joy & Michael “Doc” Brinley 

Activities Director:   
Terry Sparks 

Newsletter Editor/Publisher:   
Paul Simcock 
 

https://www.cadillaclasalleclubflorida.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Cadillac-LaSalle-Club-Florida-Suncoast-Region-1573534062920397/
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     Florida Suncoast Region CLC 

   Minutes of General Membership Meeting 
                    

December 10, 2019 

The meeting was called to order by Regional Director Tom Jevcak at 7:24 p.m. at the PoFolks restaurant in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. Twenty-four members were present. 

Minutes of Meeting of November 12, 2019.  Secretary Ben Berman read the draft minutes of the meeting of 
November 12, 2019.  The minutes were approved unanimously without amendment or correction. 

Regional Director’s Report.  Regional Director Jevcak announced that months ago two members of the Region 
had volunteered to accept officer positions for the coming year, and a third had volunteered more recently.  He 
assured those present that the volunteers were both exceptionally capable and highly responsible to serve as 
officers.  He noted that as the time for elections approaches the Region is financially sound and gaining new 
members. 

Treasurers’ Report.  On behalf of the Co-Treasurers, the Regional Director reported that the Region’s bank 
balance continues to be healthy and financially sound. Consult the Director for current club balance. 
Financial activity for the month consisted of payment of expenses of $31 and the receipt of $350 in dues.  
Regional Director Jevcak added that calls would be made to any member who had not paid 2020 dues by the end 
of February.  Mark Demyan asked why the Region maintained such a high balance and stated that the Pittsburgh 
Region had been sued for copyright infringement and was likely to lose its entire treasury as a result. 

Membership Chair’s Report.  Regional Director Jevcak introduced Paul Dugan, a new member originally from 
Long Island who moved to Clearwater in the 1980s.  He owns a 1976 Coupe DeVille which he drove to the 
meeting.  The Regional Director once again reminded those present that 2020 dues were due by the end of 
December and would have to be paid by anyone wishing to attend the holiday party. 

Editor’s Report.  On behalf of Editor Paul Simcock, Regional Director Jevcak said articles, pictures, stories and 
other contributions for publication were welcome.  There was disagreement about the identity of the mystery car 
pictured in the December newsletter. 
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(continued) 

Activities Director’s Report.  (a)  December Event – Activities Director Terry Sparks reminded those present that 
the annual holiday party would be held on December 22nd at his home in Safety Harbor.  The event will start at 
11:30 and lunch will be served at noon.  Director Sparks asked that RSVPs be emailed soon.  He noted that 28 
individuals had responded so far and that almost everyone had volunteered to bring a dessert.  Several of those 
present said they would bring other dishes instead.  Regional Director Jevcak requested that attendees wear 
“holiday nice” clothing and added that there would be a special visitor at the party. 

(b)  January Event – Director Sparks announced that the Region would tour the Berman garage on January 19th at 
11:00.  Details will be sent by email. 

(c)  February Event – Director Sparks noted that the February event will be a Valentine themed party at the home 
of Virginia and Gary Costa on February 9th. 

(d)  Later Events -- Director Sparks reminded everyone that the spring picnic is scheduled for April 26th at John 
Chesnut Park in Palm Harbor.  Regional Director Jevcak asked that anyone with ideas for future events, including 
those not car-related, should share them with Director Sparks. 

Old Business.  (a)  Elections – Regional Director Jevcak noted that the slate of candidates for office in 2020 
would be published in the next newsletter, and that the election would take place at the January meeting.  He said 
that Eileen Jevcak would run for Secretary, Gordon Koncelik for Treasurer, and Dot Bellefleur for Membership 
Chair. 

Sell, Swap & Repair.  Activities Director Sparks announced that his 2001 Jaguar XJR sedan – which won second 
place at the Safety Harbor show -- was for sale at StreetSide Classics.  Sully Hansen and Gene Binion said they 
had just purchased a 2020 Chrysler Pacifica hybrid van.  It was reported that at the recent Auburndale BOPC 
show Sully Hansen had won a Top 10 award for his Buick and Rich Fedor won the Mayor’s Choice award – for 
the second time – for his 1959 Pontiac Bonneville. 

Program.  At the invitation of Regional Director Jevcak several members told stories of past holidays including 
cars. 
Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted 

Benjamin I. Berman, Secretary 
Florida Suncoast Region, 
Cadillac & LaSalle Club  
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     Florida Suncoast Region,  
Cadillac & LaSalle Club Officer’s Report  

Director’s Report 
December 10, 2019 

Fellow Florida Suncoast Region Members: 

Two of the three candidates for the 2020 election informed me, months ago, that they would be willing to take on 
a more “active” role in the Region.  The third candidate accepted the nomination without hesitation.  I trust our 
entire Membership recognizes, as I do, that our Club is exceptionally fortunate to have this level of involvement.  
Desire to hold office is one thing, but being both capable and responsible for the duties that an Office carries is 
quite another thing.  I am sure all of us have experienced situations where a person may be capable and relishes 
having a “title”, but is not responsible to the obligation that is required.  Fortunately, all of the present Officers 
and Candidates are exceptionally capable and, most importantly, highly responsible persons! 

As the Region approaches an Election and an interesting and fun schedule of activities, I am pleased to report that 
our Club is financially sound and continues to gain new Members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Jevcak,  

Director,  
Florida Suncoast Region, Cadillac & LaSalle Club 

 

   

   
           2020 Election of Officers 

  Vice Director:                 Len Berman 
  Membership Director:    Dotty Bellefleur 
  Secretary:  Eileen Jevcak 
  Treasurer:  Gordon Koncelik 
  Newsletter Editor:           Paul Simcock 

  The Offices of Region Director and Activities Director  
  have their two-year term of office concluding in 2021.  
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  Food & Fellowship Prevails at the “Annual Christmas/Holiday Luncheon” 

      By Tom Jevcak 

Over thirty Florida Suncoast Region Members experienced a wonderful Christmas/Holiday Luncheon at the beautiful home 
of Terry Sparks and Bill Wills in Safety Harbor.  Exquisite Holiday decorations filled their home which allowed for a joyful 
time of food and friendship.  The Club provided the main meats and beverages.  Several delicious additional dishes were 
supplemented by Members who brought sides and desserts. 

After everyone finished dining, Region Director, Tom Jevcak, presented certain Members with recognition and appreciation 
awards.  In that Bill Wills had to leave early, Tom presented him with a live plant as thanks for hosting.  Gordon Koncelik 
was given a photo of himself as Santa Claus as well as a ˊTwas the Night Before Christmas book.  Tom then announced that 
Gordon was now our Club’s “Official” Santa Claus.  Sal and Jan Santoro were presented with a beautiful framed photo of 
the group attending the recent tour of the memorable Mirage Garage. Gary and Virginia Costa were presented with a photo 
of them both in a heart shaped frame in appreciation for inviting our Region to their Valentine’s Day Party.  Rich and Marge 
Fedor were awarded a model Cadillac, with a plaque that recognized them as our “Food Delivery Team”.  A well-deserved 
“Thank You” for their years of picking up and delivering bar-b-que for our “Annual Fall Picnic”.  

Outgoing Region Officers were then presented with Appreciation Awards.  Ben Berman, retiring Secretary, received a pen 
and pencil set in a laser engraved wooden box.  A fitting tribute to Ben’s meticulous and detailed Meeting Minutes and other 
secretarial duties.  “Doc” and Joy Brinley were given a clock which signified the “Time” and Effort they devoted to the 
Club.  They were most competent Co-Membership Director and Treasurer, always working for the benefit of the Club and 
its Members.  All of these Outgoing Offices devoted nearly fifteen years each to their Office. 

Finally, Tom presented Terry Sparks with a “Collector’s Edition” Ceramic Model Service Station, in Holiday 
decorations.  Terry’s detailed and dedicated effort to make our Annual “Christmas/Holiday” luncheon a success 
was much appreciated by all. 
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Archived photos here: http://s1250.photobucket.com/
user/55cadsman/library/  
Photos compliments of Eileen and Tom Jevcak, Jan Santoro, 
Gordon Koncelik and Dotty Bellefleur.

Been a long day 
for Santa. Time to 
retire back to the 
North Pole and 
prepare for next 
year’s good girls 
and boys. 

Merry Christmas to 
all …and to all a 
Good Night!

http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
http://s1250.photobucket.com/user/55cadsman/library/
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     Florida Suncoast Region,  
Cadillac & LaSalle Club Officer’s Report  

Activities Director’s Report 
December 10, 2019 

January 2020 Activity 

The Berman brothers, Ben and Len, have maintained an amazing assortment of collectible automobiles for some 
time now.  Fortunately for our Club members, they have graciously offered us an opportunity to visit their 
collection in Sarasota on Sunday, January 19, 2020.  Personally, I am excited about this visit since I have not seen 
the collection all together in one place.  Even though you may have visited before, the Berman collection changes 
from time to time, and I have no doubt that another visit is well worth your time and effort.Visit details will be 
provided at a later date in the form of an email, but the visit time has already been set for 11 AM in the morning.  
After our visit, we will gather for lunch at a nearby restaurant. 

February 2020 Activity 

At our most recent club meeting, Virginia Costa announced that they would again be hosting their annual 
Valentine event at their home.  Our Club has been invited to attend.  There will be good food and lots of 
interesting automobiles since several car clubs are a part of this affair.  Our thanks go to Virginia and Gary for 
including us in this fun filled activity. 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 9, 2020.  Further details will be provided at a later date. 

March 2020 Activity 

Details not formalized yet. 

April 2020 Activity 

Our annual Spring Picnic will take place on Sunday, April 26, 2020, at John Chesnut, Sr. Park in the Palm Harbor 
area of Pinellas County.  We will have the same location by the water at Shelter #10 as last year.   
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   UPCOMING ACTIVITIES - FAST GLANCE 

January 2020 

Berman Brothers Collection Visit:  Sunday, 1/19/20   
Time:  11 AM 
Place:  Sarasota, FL 
Address details will be provided in a future email 

February 2020 

Valentine Event 
Date:  Sunday, 2/9/20 
Place:  Home of Virginia and Gary Costa 
Further details will be provided by email 

March 2020 

Activity not confirmed yet. 

April 2020 

Annual Spring Picnic 
Date:  Sunday, 4/26/20 
Place:  John Chesnut Sr. Park in Palm Harbor 

More details to come later. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Terry Sparks 
Activities Director,  Florida Suncoast Region, 
Cadillac & LaSalle Club 

Miss Daisy



Volume XXIII – Issue 1                                                                                                                      January 2020 

  DO NOT THROW AWAY YOUR OLD CADILLAC      
  CONVERTIBLE REAR WINDOW DRIVE BELTS! 

by 
Philip A. Bellefleur 

  

In the 27 years I have owned my 84 Eldorado convertible I have had to replace the plastic drive belts six times (3 

times per window). The first three times I did the job myself tearing up the skin on the back of my hands bleeding 

all over my white leather upholstery. The final three times I used a window repair service (current cost $200.00 

per window plus $17.95 for the belt).  These belts, like everything else, are becoming more and more difficult to 

locate and I suspect it won’t be long before they are no longer available at all.  So, even if you use a service 

person to do this job, keep the broken parts for the future.  

After watching the local “Power-Up-Windows” guy walk away for the third time with $200.00 bucks of my 

money in his pocket. I was about to throw the broken belt 

parts in the trash when I wondered if I could repair it. 

Now, I have to tell you, every one of these belts I have 

replaced broke in the same place, and in the same way (at 

the window attachment point).  See adjacent photograph. 

BOTTOM LINE: Simply stand an ordinary propane torch on 

your work bench; using a pencil sized flame, join the two 

pieces close together until the ends of both pieces begin to 

anneal (2-3 seconds) but while the plastic is still burning , 

join the two parts together, and plunge in water. If you have 

the two pieces straight you are done except for filing off any residue and testing to make sure your new joint is at 

full strength. Total repair time five minutes.  Before replacing the window and while it is still out of the car, 

connect to a 12 volt DC power source (I use a miniature 12 volt, one amp AC/DC transformer I picked up in the 

flea market for a dollar). Run the window up and down at least ten times. Total removal and replacement of 

window: two hours.   
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A Word From the Editor: 

A few reminders:  If you would like your “story” to be featured in the newsletter, please submit your 
article along with some photos, if you wish, by the 20th of the month.  We will be happy to publish it. 

Or, if you have a pre-published article you would like to submit; those are also welcome. Please include 
copyright information so we can properly give credits to the source or author of the piece. 

Also, we offer free advertising for cars & parts in our regional newsletter to current paid Regional 
members.  These ads do not have to be just for Cadillacs or LaSalles.  Regional members may also run their business cards 

for cars, or non-related ads, for $25.00 for a 4-month ad.  A Non-member can take out a 4-month ad (up to one page 
including photos) for $25.00. Non-member ads must be car related and you must state an asking price. 

 
    

  January Birthdays 
   🎂  
    
      Dennis Piety 1/28 

Part$ and Apparel  for $ale 

GM Club Apparel

https://gmclubapparel.com/collections/
clc-florida-suncoast-region 

Paradise Garage

Whether you need to source NOS, 
reproduction or good used parts, you 
can count on Doc to provide the very 
best service you’ll find anywhere in 
the US. Specializing in many vintage 
Cadillacs from the 1960’s to 1970, 
Paradise Garage is your one stop 
shop.  Give him a call today!

Did You Know… 
The Model P-38 airplane design inspired the initial 
inception of the “Cadillac Fin Era” starting in 1948!

https://gmclubapparel.com/collections/clc-florida-suncoast-region
https://gmclubapparel.com/collections/clc-florida-suncoast-region
http://www.paradisegarage.net/
https://gmclubapparel.com/collections/clc-florida-suncoast-region
https://gmclubapparel.com/collections/clc-florida-suncoast-region
http://www.paradisegarage.net/
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   Cadillac XLR—From Concept to Reality 
 

Copyright©-AutoTrends Magazine  
                     June 2019

Declining Cadillac sales in the 1990s forced General Motors to 
take a hard look at its luxury division and that marque’s model 
offerings. New models were soon conceived including an Evoq 
concept, a two-door roadster that made its debut at a 1999 Detroit 
Auto Show. Five years later the Cadillac XLR was introduced, a 
model under-pinned by the same platform used by the Chevrolet 
Corvette. General Motors outfitted the Cadillac XLR with a 4.6-
liter V-8 engine. Its Northstar engine was found in other Cadillac 
models of that era and differed from the 6.2-liter V-8 that powered 
the Corvette. The XLR engine was rated at 320 horsepower and 
310 foot-pounds of torque, and was teamed with a five-speed 
automatic transmission. Beginning in 2007, a six-speed automatic 
transmission was made standard.  

The XLR and Corvette shared the same hydroformed frame-rail 
architecture, with the XLR utilizing components from both the C5 
and C6 Corvette. Like the Corvette, the Cadillac XLR featured 
aggressive styling with a long hood and a chiseled body, with 18-
inch wheels and outfitted with clustered quad exhaust pipes. Its 
base price was approximately $20,000 above the Corvette, starting 
out near $77,000. Standard equipment with the Cadillac XLR 
included keyless entry, a tilt and telescoping steering column, a 
heated steering wheel, steering wheel mounted controls, power 
accessories including a power trunk lid, eight-way power seats, 
and dual climate control. Leather trim was used throughout the 
cabin on seating surfaces, across the dashboard, on the doors, and 
around the steering wheel. Alloy and wood trim accents were 
standard.  

After a six-year model run, GM announced in 2009 that the 
Cadillac XLR would be discontinued. GM had also stopped 
making the 4.4-liter V-8 engine for the V-Series, “due to market 
conditions.” The timing of the XLR’s demise coincided with GM’s 
bankruptcy and restructuring, a move that enabled the 
automaker to quit making low volume and unprofitable vehicles 
across its multiple brand lines. Approximately 15,400 XLRs were 
sold for its entire model run. The vehicle was considered less 
refined than competing European models including the Mercedes-
Benz SL500 and the Jaguar XKR. Its cramped interior, uninspiring 
steering feedback, and large gaps between some interior panels 
were among the deficiencies cited by industry analysts. 

Cadillac’s flagship roadster is sadly no more, but its high-end 
performance lived on in other vehicles. The V-Series continued in 
the CTS, a line of vehicles that were powered by Corvette’s 
supercharged 6.2-liter V-8 engine. 
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   The “20th Anniversary” Logo Embroidered  
   On Your Personal Items 

 

 

 

Now that club member Gene Binion has the “Master” in his machine, 
he can embroider the club’s special logo on whatever item you 
provide, with some restrictions. The cost is based on 
the size logo you want. For instance, Gene is offering a 
special deal on a seven inch diameter logo on a tote bag for 
$25.00 including the bag. Therefore, a smaller diameter 
logo, on an item you supply, would be priced accordingly 
less. Example: a three and one-half inch logo on your shirt/
polo would be $15.00. So, bring your items to a meeting and 
you can discuss it with him. If you can’t come to a meeting or 
monthly activity, mailing your item to him will work as well. For 
further questions you can contact Gene at his email - 
pappysstitchery@gmail.com or phone him at (727) 272-1045. 

Imagine!



!  

BECOME A CLC MEMBER 
Cadillac LaSalle Club, Florida Suncoast Region 

Membership is open to anyone owning or having an interest  in Cadillac or LaSalle Automobiles. 
You DO NOT HAVE TO own a Cadillac or LaSalle to join. 

CLC Florida Suncoast Region membership dues are only $25.00 per year. Being a member is a way to 
participate in the Club's monthly meetings, activities, festivals and fellowship with fellow car 
enthusiasts.  It’s also a great way to show off your Cadillacs or LaSalles and learn more about your 
car(s) and those of other club members. While many of our members are located along the Gulf 
Coast, we welcome members from all over Florida.  

Mail your completed application form and check payable to CLC Florida Suncoast Region to:  
CLC, Florida Suncoast Region 

c/o Joy Brinley, Treasurer 
P O Box 2795 

Ormond Beach, FL 32175 

2020 Membership Application/Renewal Form 
(Membership Consists of up to Two Members per Household)   

New Member ______________Renewal _______________Date: _____________________________    
Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________  

NEW MEMBERS: Below, please print the name(s) for the complimentary club name badges. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________  
Email:___________________________________________Phone #____________________________ 
Cadillac or LaSalle vehicle(s) owned:  
Year: _______ Model: ________________________ Year: _____ _ Model:_______________________ 
Year: _______ Model: ________________________ Year:______  Model:_______________________ 
Member of National Cadillac LaSalle Club Yes: _____ No:____ 
National Member #________________  
Membership Renewal Month:_________________________ 

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP IS REQUIRED. ONE CAN JOIN OR RENEW AT THIS SITE:   

 HTTPS://WWW.CADILLACLASALLECLUB.ORG 
  
Please enclose a check for $25 which includes one year’s membership dues (for up to two 
household members), emailed newsletters, attendance at monthly meetings and inclusion in club 
activities.  

I authorize use of my information for club purposes:  Yes__________ No:____________ 

Club apparel is available for purchase. Inquire at monthly meeting or club website. 

https://WWW.CADILLACLASALLECLUB.ORG
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